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@h\MDX!1630!LMA: COL/RMD/PA/01/007\!

@w\ f 40* {(23 April) (Order from the Privy Council to Sir James Campbell, lord mayor of London, and the justices of the peace for Middlesex and Surrey, for the suppressing of assemblies)}\!
…!

@l\An ordre from the Lords!the 23@s\th@s \ Aprill 1630, for suppressing!of assemblies at Cockepitts & oth{e}r!publique meetings/.@l \!

<t1>Lo{rd} Arche B{isho}p of yorke<t2>Ea{le} Salisberry.!

<t1>Lo{rd} Tre{asure}r<t2>Ea{rl} Danby.!

<t1>Lo{rd} President<t2>Lo{rd} Vis{count} Dorchester!

<t1>Lo{rd} Priuie Seale <t2>Lo{rd} Vis{count} Wentworth.

<t1>Ea{rl} Marshall<t2> Lo{rd} Vis{count} ffalkland.!

<t1>Ea{rl} Suffolke<t2> Lo{rd} Newburgh.!

<t1>Ea{rl} Dorsett<t2> M{aste}r Secre{tary} Cooke!

@r\33@r \!

It was this day ordered in reguard of the daunger & feare of the increase of the sciknes. that aswell the Lord Maio{u}r, as the Iustices of peace, of Midd{lesex} & Surrey shall take effectuall ordre, to prohibite & suppresse all Assemblies at Prizes, by ffencers, and all other meetings at Cockfights, Bullbaitings, & in Close Bowling Alleys, w{hi}ch Assemblies weere not perticularly menc{i}oned in the ordre of this Board of the 14th of this present, but wee thereby intended to bee suppressed as well as the Assemblies therein named/!

!

Endnote
001 - LMA: COL/RMD/PA/01/007, ff 36--6.  This letter does not survive in the Acts of the Privy Council.
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@h\MDX!1640!PRO: PC2/52\!

@w\p725 {(11 September) (Privy Council Order to restrain playgoing due to plague)}\!

…!

@l\Order for supp{re}ssing!all Playhouses@l \!

Whereas@f\1\ the Infecc{i}on of the Plague doeth much increase in and about London and it is very dangerous to permit any Company or concourse of people to meete and assemble together at Playhouses. It was therefore this day Ordered at ye Boord that all Players, both their Ma{ies}t{es} servants and others as also the Keepers of Paris Garden bee hereby commanded and required forthw{i}th to shut vp their Play houses, and not to exercise or play in any of them or in any other place w{i}thin ye Citty or Suburbs of London till it shall please God to cease the Infecc{i}on and that further Order shalbee given by the Boord. Hereof all the Masters and Actors of the said Playhouses are to take notice and to conforme themselves as they will answere it at their perills./.!

…!

!

Footnote
fn 1 – flourished initial ‘W’.
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@h\MDX!1641!The Stage-Players Complaint\!

@w\p 4* {(The plague and the playhouses)}\!

…!

Quick.@f\1\. But I’le assure you ‘tis to be feared: For Monopolers are downe, Projectors are downe, the High Commission Court is downe, the Starre-chamber is down, & (some think) Bishops will downe: and why should we then that are farre inferior to any of those not justly feare least we should be downe too?!

Light.@f\2\ Pish, I can show thee many infallible reasons to the contrary: we are very necessary and commodious to all people: First for strangers, who can desire no better recreation, then to come and see a Play: then for Citizens, to feast their wits: then for Gallants, who otherwise perhaps would spend their money in drunkennesse, and lasciviousnesse doe find a great delight and delectation to see a Play: then for the learned, it does increase and adde wit, constructively to wit: then for Gentlewoman, it teacheth them how to deceive idlenesse: then for the ignorant it dos augment their knowledge, Pish, a thousand more Arguments I could adde, but that I should weary your patience too much: Well@! in a word we are so needful for the Common good, that in some respect it were almost a sinne to put us downe: therefore let not these frivolous things perplex your vexatious thoughts.!
…

!

Footnotes
fn 1 - ‘Quick’: Andrew Cane, a player at the Fortune playhouse.

fn 2 - ‘Light’: Timothy Reed (c.1626--56), a player at the Blackfriars playhouse.
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[from Hotson, Commonwealth and Restoration Stage, 3-7, 71.]
